Advanced pancreatic carcinoma showing a complete response to arterial infusion chemotherapy.
We report a patient with advanced carcinoma of the pancreatic body and tail with multiple liver metastases who showed a complete response to hepatic and splenic arterial infusion chemotherapy (HSAIC) with gemcitabine and 5-fluorouracil, following transcatheter peripancreatic arterial embolization (TPPAE) and partial splenic embolization (PSE). Nonresectable advanced pancreatic carcinoma tends to have a low response to medical treatment, with the median survival time being 6 months or less for stage IV cases. We disclose herein that the median survival time of patients receiving HSAIC after TPPAE is more than three times longer than the survival time attained with conventional treatments. However, in patients with advanced carcinoma of the pancreatic tail, for which TTPAE is not applicable, survival times remain low. Thus, in the patient described here, we also performed embolization of the left gastric and short gastric arteries as well as PSE to increase the flow within the great pancreatic and caudal pancreatic arteries via the splenic artery, and gemcitabine and 5-fluorouracil were administered via the splenic artery. As a result of these procedures, marked reduction in the advanced carcinoma of the pancreatic body and tail and of liver metastases was attained.